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CONGRESSIONAL.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR DAILY REPORTS,

IN SENATE.
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS. ;

On motion of Mr, LEWIS, the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of the bill for supplying deficiencies in appropri-
ations for certsin objects for the year 1846.

T'he bill was reported back from the Commitiee on Finance,
to which it had beenreforred, with certain amendments. The
amendments had all been concurred in except the last one,
which was in relation to the expenditures of the Territorial
Legislature of Florida.

Mr. WESTCOTT replied to the observations made by the
denutor from Maine (Mr. Evans) on a former duy, stating
that the deficiency now ssked to be supplied aroso very na-
turally and necessarily under the operation of the laws of Con-
press, which the continuance of a session of the
Territorial for seventy-five days ; and it was fo;und

SECRET SERVICE FUND.

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Janxacix some
days ago, was luken up :
Rexolved, That the President of the United States be re-
quested to cause to be furnished to the Senate an account of all
payments mb;lll: nﬂm&u’y certificates, l'n:. the fund ap-
propristed w cont foreign inter-
course, sinoe the 4th Maureh, lx‘,‘m E time; with copies of
all entries, receipts, | s, vouchers, lums, or other
evidence of such payments ; to whom p id, sand for what ; in-
cluding the sum of thirty thousand I-‘Orll.l'l for eontingent ex-
penses of all the missions abrosd, now proposed to be provided
by the bill before the Senate enti “An aet to supply
deficiencies in the a i for certain ohjects made for
tJlm urvimol‘ﬂmflnl year ending 3d Jane, 1845 ;" but no

n ,» under the liar eir ) ON ONe 0t g
fm lop:'ttuduring the whole of that period, al-
though appropriation had only been made by Congress for
sixty days. 'That was one source whence the m’l!u,m_-,
but another and & greater was from there being s Territoriul
Senate allowed, for which no = istion had been made.

The iation wus opm Messrs. EVANS and
HUNWN, and advocated by Mr. YULEE.

Mr. EVANS moved to strike out the words * for deficien-
cies in appropriations,” and insert *¢ for expenses ordered
the Territorial Tegislature of Florida beyond the appropria-
tiens made by Congress ;" and to add also at the end, “* the
aeeounts for which shall be audited and adjusted by the proper
officer of the Treasury Department,”

The amendments were agreed to, and the clause, as amend-
ed, was adopted.

Mr. LEWIS proposed the following amendment to the
bill : ““ For salary of the Commissioner, to reside in China,
from the st of April to the 30th June, 1845, $1,250.”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. EVANS moved 10 insert an mln which was
originally Teported in the Bl by tne tiee
Means in the House, but which failed to be adopted there,
for payment of a balance due to Thomas P. Jones for making
experiments for the prevenlion of the explosion of steam-
hoilers, §2,250.

The amendment was Yeas 16, nays 13.

Mr. EVANS then 1o strike out so much of the ap-
propriation as relates 1o the Texan volunteers.

He made the motion, he said, with a view of eliciting in-
which be had called for in various ways, and which
as unable to obtain. He wished to” know if

which suthorized the President to accept
of volunteors under any circumstances. He
of none. And he believed it would be found to be the
instunce since the formation of our Government when
President bad undertaken to accept or receive into the
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or matter is requested by this resolution to be fur-
nished which, in the opinion of the President, would impro-
perly involve the citizens or subjects of any forcign Power.
The resolution baving been read—

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said : I have a few, and but a
few, 1emarks to make on the President’s message in answer
to the resolution of the House of Representatives calling for
an account of the disbursements during the period in which I
had the honor fo be Secrctary State, out of the fund for the

by omhz:m expenses of foreign intercourse.
In the first sir, 1 am happy to say that [ entirely ap-
Py P

prove the course of proceeding which the President has adopt-
ed. In my judgment, he could not have acted otherwise than
he has done, without the violation of law and of his own duty.
8ir, as | know that not u dollar was disbursed from that fund
without the sanction of the President, and as [ amn conscious
that every disbursement was made for a proper and necessary
public purpose, it might be thought that I shuuld desire the
publication of the papers, in order that every body might see
what they are, or what they show. But this is a matter of
&0 little concernment o me gund I presume it is of as little to
the late President) thal I inly would not wish to see an im-
portant principle, and an important law, violated and broken
for any personal convenience in that respect. [ am not at all
apprehensive that the country will suspect cither President
Tyler, or me, acling uader his aathority, of any thing impro-
per in the disbursement of a few hundred or a few thousand
dollars, in a case in which the law reposes confidence in the
President, and gives him a discretion as to making the ex-
penditure public.

8ir, a President of the United States, or the head of & De-
partment acting by his authority, must think bat y of his
own reputation and standing with the country if he is afraid
of being suspected of having violated his duty and his oath in
a matter of so little moment. I will add, that a person who
entertains such a suspicion, without reason, of any public
man, may himself be well suspected of having held a no very

the United States any force which a previous law
suthorized. In case of invasion, or imminent
of invasion, or of insurrection, the President was
nuthorized to call into service for a period of three months
any portion of the militia of the United States ; but this was
a very different thing from accepting the service of volun-

i

mto it volunteers existed, where was the nse of having any
law on the subject ¥ The President might at his pleasure in-
crease the army to any extent. And they woald be met, he
supposed, with the argument, as usunl on other occasions,
that these men have been employed, they have rendered ser-
vices, and they must be paid.

Mr. CASS replied briefly. He did not perceive the distine-
tion between militia and volunteers. The limitation of the
term of service to three months, he apprehended, was no limita-
tion of the period of service which should be required in pub-
lic exigencies, but a limitation of individual service. If A B
were called out to serve, or if he volunteered toserve, he could
only be retained for a period of three months. And if he did
not then voluntarily remain, he must be replaced by C D. His
wnimm'u&ﬂlhcﬁuidmt'wlqbellﬁhny,iw
stead of drafiing the militia, to accept ‘the services of
volunteers.

Mr. EVANS said the words of the law were that the Pre-
sident might call out the militia from such State as was most
convenient. He desired to know if, under this law, the Pre-
sident could accept the services of a body of volunteers in a
foreign State *

was i

The bill wss then reported to the Snate.

Mr. EVANS, in relation to the item in the bill for supply-
ing a deficiency in the salary of the Commissioner to China,
inquired if that mission was still in existence.

Mr. ALLEN replied that he had made no special inquiry
in relation to the matter, but he believed it was still in exist-
ence, and that Mr. Everett, who had returned on leave,
would soon for his destination.

Mr. ARCHER observed that Mr. Everett was not on leave
mrummmmmmu of the state of

THE SUB-TREASURY.
Mr. WEBSTER rose and said : Mr. President, I daily re-
ceive so many letters making inquiries touching the probable pro-

it already.
be | Sir, [ leave the author of these slanders where he is—I leave
him in the worst leave

P y dislogue with himself.
Sir, we all know that the head of a D tment

the commercial community. To for this result, und “mwmw“ndw
to avoid sny mmhmlrlu sudden introduction information—find it neceseary 1o do 80 ' Shell we deny our-
amw after full delibection, with en-| selves such important advantage in our transactions and intes - |
tire unanimity, that the specie clauses shall in o course them ’ trust their officers Lo employ secret
event be reported o go into effect sooner thun the first of | agents. W Mnmumm' Are leas
January pext. / . patriotic or trastworthy ?  Can it be repuldican ™,
8o far as this course, on the part of the commiltee, is cal- | elected by the people for their abilities and* i, tested
culated to allay apprebension, I am happy in being able to | us they always are by years of servie for their country, are
furnish the honorable gentlemun the information he asks. not as worthy of con| as the officers of a monarchy *

Now, {said Mr. W.) what is the resolution upder cousi-

to inform it as to how the secret service fund for a certain pes
riodhubunﬁl. T'he Senator who offercd this resolution,
I am satistied, no idea that any y has occurred
as to its disbursement. | am convinced believes as I do
not hesitate to declure that [ do; nay, as I deem it my duty
to say, that the imputations madeaguinst the late President
and the distinguished Senator from tts in reference
to the use of this fund improperly, whilst the latter was Secre-
tary of State, ave slanders of the silliest and moat pitifu! cha-
racter.  Sir, said Mr. W,, I will not as Senstor, by any vote
of mine, permit any such fugacious scadal against any high

Executive officer of my y of any political party, and
especially against a citizen who stands as before the world
as does the Senator assailed, and of whose repptation and fame

abroad (o as I am to him in political opinion on almost
every subject of party contest) I aw an American feel proud—I
say I will not consent that such gossip shall be the foundstion
ot’nc::lrupm the President, or any sction whatever of this
chamber.
I will not dignify such unweithy accusations by any notice
of them whatever. But this is not the chief reason for my
desiro that this resolution may be voted down by the Senste,
to stanid as a precedent. He said he especially desired that
President Pn&md all future Presidents, may be Asstired
that, ss to the disbursement of this fund, the Executive acts
upon his own , and I8 not to be called to an nc-
count : otherwise, the act of Congress would be a dirty trip.
Sir, it is a pretty business if we cannot repose sufficient con-
fitence in our Chief Magigtrate—one who is glevated to the
highest station in the gift of the pegple of these States by their
froe suflr entruet him the expenditure of the paltry
sum of fifty theusand dollars a year for his country in this tiode.
Mr. W. gaid he felt humbled that be was Imjelled by what
he conceived to be his duty o males these observations. He
regarded the fair fame of out distinguished public men as the
property of the coulity ; we had received a rich heritage from
those who preceded us, and any man who unjustly et cause-
nssails the reputation of such Americai 1s no troe friend
the people or their institutions.
Mr. W. said that he held it to be important that the Ex-
ecutive branch of the Government should be satisfied that full
confidence is and will be reposed in it as to the fidelity With
which this fand may be disbursed—an to the distietion which
will be exercised ; and that it will Bé profected by Congress
and by the people fiom scethdalous imputations so easily made
in regard to it ¢ and that it may not
diciaus enil patriotic use, by any apprehensions of
wispicion improperly excited, or popular elamor £6UER up
Jor other than putriotic objects.

The distinction which the resolution makes between the dis-
closure of fmfﬁnm‘ némes and the names of citizens employ-

ts, Mr

touch a dollar of this fund except with the President's sanc-
tion. The whole power, and the whole responsibility, is with
the President. The President’s message states this so fully
and clearly that [ need not dwell upon it. I will say, in the
first place, that no expenditure, improper in itself, or impro-
per iu its amount, was made to my knowledge, julgment, or
belief. And I will say, in the néxt place, that the late Pre-
sident of the United States, in all things respecting the ex-
penditure of the public moneys, was remarkably cautious,
exact, and particular.

And [ here say, sir, that all declarations, averments, state-
ments, or insinustions, made any where, or by any body,
which impute perversion, misapplication, or waste of the pub-
lic funds, committed or made by me while SBecretary of State,
are utterly groundless and untrue. And I will conclude with
one remark, the bearing of which I shall leave to the Senate
and to the country.

Whoever charges me with having either misapplied or
wasted the public funds, while in the Department of State,

i or in sume other way, obtain-
ed knowledge on the subject, or he bas not. If he has seen
ne knowledge, then his impulations are
! If he has seen the papers, or
has any knowledge, then he would be sure lo siate what he
knows, if he knows any thing to sustain him in his charge.
Silence, under such circumstances, is conclusive thal he
knows nothing ; because he is under no obligation of secresy,
and, in absence of all other proof, he would of course tell all
he knew, if he knew any thing which could, in the slightest
degree, bear him out. The charge, therefore, was cither
made in utter ignorance of any facts to support it, or else
with the knowledge that the facts which do exist would, if
made known, entrely disprove it. As to the sourcs of this

miserable vitaperation, I bave nothing to ssy. ¥ am wfrwid 1
-huhmnm B o sk S o §

‘company | know of in the world—T
him with himself..

Mr. JARNAGIN mid n somewhat similar resolution,
adopted by the House of Representatives, having been re-
npoodadgolqthol’rnidmt. refusing, on public grounds, to
give the information asked for, he was disposed to withdraw
the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER observed that the Senator
from Tennesses could withdraw the resolution only by the

M ' JARN N ulum

r. AGIN. no Senator will object.

Mr. WESTCOTT. I object.

Mr. JARNAGIN. Very well ; the Senate can decide up-
on it then.

Mr. WESTCOTT. I object to the withdrawal of this re-
solutien, because I desire the vote of the Senate upon it by
ayes and noes, us a precedent. 1 regard the principle involved
in it as highly I am opposed to its adoption, and
hou'lhc Henate will reject it by a decisive vote,

hat is the case > Congrvms, in making the annual ap-
propristions for the contingent expenses of our foreign inter-
course, allows a fund of five thousand dollars, commonly de-
signated as ‘“the secret service fund,” to be yearly expended
by the Executive officers ; and by the general sct of May,
1810, the only voucher for the disbursement of this fund,
where the President, in his judgment, is of opinion that the
particulars of the expenditure should not be made pablic, is
("ch“ provided by the act) the certificate of the President of
such disbursement, without stating for what ific pu
it is made, or to whom made. ¥ NI

Mr. W. said he believed all our Presidents have caused to
be used more or less of the secret service fund ; and Mr. W.
=aid he would not suffer himsell to doubt or suspect that every
one of them had not done so properly, judiciously, and espe-
cially with the most patriotic motives. Mr. {'I said he

gross of one of the measures now before the Senate, that |
desire to ask, very respectfully, a question or two of the com-
mittee who have of it. [ refer, sir, o the sabject of
the Independent Treasary bill, sometimes called the Subtrea-
sury bill. [ am no panic maker. [ desire to t punics,
to allay apprehensions. mmhp..f::mm
turbance in its financial affairs. | will therefore address my-
gwthechnimanof&et!nmnim-mm“dh.
m wt respectfully (hoping that he will not find an answer
to be inconsistent with bis public duty) to say how soon it
may be expected that the commitiee will report upon that im-
portant measure ; whether the committee bas wo
in the cansideration of the bill that he is now sble to say whe-

ther they will report the bill with or without amendment, and | ;

if with amendments, if he can now indicate what those smend-
ments are ! This information must necessarily be exceeding-
ly useful to the public. And I will ales ask if he will be so
obliging as to state at what period the will come up
for consi * 'This last question is not unimportant in
iself, but to me it is especially important, because I shall
shortly have occasion to be absent for a few days.

_ Mr. LEWIS snid: | am happy, Mr. President, to have it
in my powerto reply to the questions of the distinguisbed
Senator from Massachusetts, so far as the Committee on Fi-
nance have had the su under consideration. [ cannot,
hawever, sy ot what time the Subtreasury bill will bo re-
ported back to the Senate. The committee have determined
'o give precodence, in the action of the Semate, to n bill re-
}m‘!il by the bonoralle Senator from New York (Mr. Dix)
or B & warchousing system. This bill has been

urged on the commiyee :
! commercial men as a remedial mea~
sure, in its tendene o - i

. re
which mlgbnt‘ otharwise result from a precipitate or in-
""‘"'-"::“ e e ocie clauses of the Subtreasary. I ad-
ahl el Cluousing bill, the commiltes prepose to pre-

0 | respectable com “iml r [
their .-M{’ caleulated 1o faciljtare t’m“:::?o:ln::iuu:?l;:
W“:’ the Tnal:lry.“ 8o far as any or all of these
measures o alla prehonsi public
mind, they will receive the rmiu?-[;ma-m.:;nu:: m%ﬂu
It i certain, sir, that, from the ey reason we have not now a
Buahtreasury in large nmounts of public money have
sccumulated in deposite in the banks. "This amount—not
less than eleven or twelve millions—has become the beawis of
a moch larger circulation, whilo 1he reception of
paper money in the dues of the Government has, in siditi

should feel ash 1 of himself if he could be induced to
imagine that any American President had heen guilty of the

trosted he never should have so degraded a rule by which to
judge his comntrymen, especially one elevated 1o the Presi-
dency—the first station in the world. He hoped the rule by
which he judged even those most opposed to him in political

ed as agents, Mr. W. said he regarded as uotenable. All
should be protected from exposure, or ele we may not re
the information they disclose, or obtain the services €
der. But he was to the resolution oh \hv Eeneral
grounds he had stated. It was scarcely nocéssary, he sid,
for him to remark that he could safely vouch that no know-
ledge was had by the distinguished and worthy fanctionary at
the head of the Stste Department, or by the Rithfal officer
next to him, of any disclosure of d ts in their eare, to
Justify the call p . He fell nssured of this from their
high character. He hoped the resolution would be rejected
at once.

Mr. MANGUM said he most heartily concurréd in the sen-
timents expressed by the Senator from Florida. He hoped
the vote would be taken, and, when taken, thst the resolution
would be rejected by the unanimous vote of the Senate, He
thought the President, in his message, had done all that was
incumbent upon him in the performance of his duty. It af-

slightest impropriety in the disbursement of this fund. He|P™

forded him plearure always to approve of the coufée of the
Chief Magistrate of his country. He took it for granted that
tho President would always zct, in reference to the small
amount of money devoted to secret service, in & manner con-
sistent with honor and integrity.  He would not for a mdtnent
admit a supposition of the reverse ; and no pratient or wanton
curiosity should be indulged in locking into this matter. He
hoped that the vote of the Bady would be unanimous for the
rejection of the resolution, on the ground that the inquiry was
in itself improper.

Mr. JARNAGIN hoped be might be indulged in a single
tk. This resolution, altheugh he had had the honor of
submitting it, was not so much a favorite with him that he
should be dissatised with a refosal on the part of the Senate

.

to adoptit. It had for some time been lyi the
table ut his own instance, and for et "-’-’E‘ng,ull,:nhhn.
self, and, he had no doubt, obviots to the Senate.
Since he had scen the President’s message in answer to a je-

solution of the other House, he was satisfied with the
reasons thersln amsigned ; and he would say furthor, that' he
heartily of the arguments and principles therein laid
down ; no one would vote more heartily in favor of those
principles than he wou!d do by voting against his own resolu-
tion, as leave to withdraw it bad been refused.

Mr. BREESE said he did not know what ob’ect could be
attained by taking a direct vote upon this resolution. He
would, therefore, move that it be laid on the table. "

Mr. ALLEN said he should without hesitation vote against
the of the resolution, and he wouald do so on the ground
that an inquiry of this kind could never be justified except
upon the allegation of the existence of ab or improper con-
duet on the part of public men, and with a view to base an
impeachment upon those allegations or charges. Besides, the
Senate of the United States was not the body whose duty it
was to origi i h 3 it was the body that was ap-

pointed by the Constitution to try charges when made, but
not to make them.  And even if there were, therefore, alle-
gutions concerning any public officer upon which it was in-
tended to base an impeachment, he would still, upon these
grounds, vote against the resolution.

The motion to lay the resolution upon the table was nega-
tived ; and the question being upon its ndoption, the yess and
nays were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows :

YEA—Mr. Turuey,

NAYS—Mesars. rAylhl-n, Areher, Ashley, Atchison, Ather-
ton, Baghy, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Thos.
Clayton, John M. Claywn, Colquitt, Corwin, Davia, Diekin-
son, Diy.: Evans, F'-irtiuld, f'ir:eue, H:.,-ood' Houston, Hunt-

giom, g, y y of I 4 in, Me~
Duffie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Nilﬂb Pearce, Penny-
pham, Webster,

Westcott, Woodbrid
So the resolution was rejected.

CLAIMS FOR FRENCH SPOLIATIONS.
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved to postpone the prior orders
and take 4p the bill o make indemnities for French spolia-
nr to 1800.

bucker, Phelps, Sevier, Simmons, Speight,
ge—i4.

Mr. BENTON hoped the Senator would pardon him for
bjecting to the moti i but the true course was to proceed
with } in its reg order. Bewides, there were
two bills that had been introduced by himself for the relief of

opinion would always be more elevated. Every body kr
that President Madison paid the notorious John Henry fifty
thousand dollars just before the last war with Great Britain
for secret information respecting the attempts of the British
Qummwwt;rr?p! portions of New England to British

2

very prai rihy widows, both of which had precedence of
the bill of the S from Delawnre, and one of which was
among the first on the docket.

Mr. CLAYTON expressed the hope that the Sonator would
not object to the motion. His was a bill where hundreds o
widows and orphans wore interested ; and besides, he (Mr. C.)
woull be very willing to go with the Senator from Missouri
in support of his widows, and he trusted that the Senator
would agree to permit the bill to be taken up.

Mr. BENTON. 1 surrender, sir; I surrender. The
“";1::0"““ ean make his bill the special order.

question was taken on Mr. Ursyrox’s motion, a
decided 1A the affirmative, S

Mr. CLAYTON then rose and addressed the Senate until

afler 3 P. M., making a powerful argument in sepport of the

bill.
OREGON.
Mr. BERRIEN, from the Commi
part of the Senate on the disgreeing vote of the two Houses
on the question of notice to Great gdlnin for terminating the
treaty of joint occupation of the Oregon territory, reported s
ﬁﬂhﬂl H

The Committes of Conferences on the part of the Sonate on
the disagreeing vote of the two Houses on the joint resolution
of the House of Reprosentatives, entitled ** Joint resolution of
notice to Great Britain to annul and abrogate the convention
between Great Britain and the United States of the 6th Au-
gust, 1827, relative to the country on the northwest eonst of
America westward of the Stony Mountains, commonly called
Oregon," respectfully report :
'I;‘hll they have met the conferoes on '.hc'r-rt of the House

of on the

Mr. W. said he was highly gratified with the message of
the President i r to the resolutions of the House of

W other causes, expanded the nggregate cireula-
tion of this country, so moeh #0 as 10 croate an :;::r:«
state of foreign ex and at a time, wo, whon the
monetary condition of England is far from being  wettled
and eawy. .

Under lhm circumstances the eominittee, while a majority
of ];hem are in t;rr’ way favorable to what they believo the
only constitutional mode of collecting, depositing, and Jisbors
ing what Itho, believe 10 be the only eurrency known to the
L ‘on-lk_uuon. are most anxious that this change shall bo ef-
fected in a manner 0 produce as little pressure as possible on

Representatives, except in one particular. It mwh o
that the President thought, by the manner in which he
to the fact that none of the secret-service fund bad been ox-
pended since his inauguration, that it was creditable to the
Administration.  Mr. W. did not regard this fact in that
light by any mesns. His humble commendation would
be more cheerfully given for the jadicious and beneficinl ex-
penditute of the whole of it, as he (Mr. W.
could bo done. It woald show vigilance. Mr.
not believe the Ameriean e
(ouid

doubted not
. said he did
e would find fault with such
Mr. W.) do not we all know

expenditure, Why, sir,

pr ves, and, after free and full conference upon
the subject of said disagreeing votes, the joint conferees have
nmmn!nu-l; agrecd to recommend, and do recommend, to the
tive Houses, as follows :
That the first section of the amendment of the Senate to the
original resolution of the House be so amended as to be, in
form, a presmble to the decond section of the mid smendment.
And that the Senate and House of Representatives
fully recede from their disagreements to the amendment snd
:{m i > to the : d of the original resolution of the
ouse, and mutually agree to substitute the t
Satrosctation s T bk o
JOINT RESOLUTION comeerning the Ovegon territory.
““ Whereas, by the eonvention eoneluded the 20th day of
Oectober, vighteen hundreed and cighteen, between the Unxted
States of America and the King of the United Kingdom
of ten years,

of Great Britain and lrcland, for the
and afterwards luﬂeﬂni!r{? extended .mﬁ::hm in foree

another eonvieution the same rﬂa-l uded
xth hym. in the ym:'orwr ;ﬂmllrmlh:-n
mnd cight il twenty-seven, it was g that any
country that may be elaimed by cither party on the northwest

const of America westward of the Stony or Roek Mountuins,
mruomnﬂynﬂvdth&tpnm-{ ,dw':ld,tw

deration 7 'The Senate, it is proposed, shall gak the President L

deterred from ils ju- | P

4
i
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e
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of the two ient |

5t
i

i

the Governments of both
be the more ewrnestly direcied ta the adoption of
measures for a speedy and smicable Wl of
ences and disputes in regard to the said territory—

‘Resobved by the Sevche and House of Representatives of the
M&d&q.ﬁmﬂfwincw m That the
President of the United States be and he is authorited,
ut his diseretion, W give to the Government of Great Britain
the notice required by the sevond article of the said conven-
tion of the sixth of August, cighteen hundred and twenty-se-
ven, for the abrogation of the same, ™

JOHN McPHERSON BERRIEN,
THOMAS CORWIN,
WM. H. HAYWO
Committee on the flart of
€. §. INGERSOLL,
ROBERT DALE OWEN,
HENRY W. HILLIARD,
Committee on the pert of the House.

The Report having Bewrt fead, Mr. BERRIEN submitted
the Tollowing fesolution, viz :

Resolved, That the Senate afree
mittee of Conference, and that the joint Yesolution of the House
ol R tatives be amerdied uccordingly.

Mr. ALLEN observed that the resolution of notice, as now
proposed to be amended by the Committee of Conference,
would, if he had rightly understood it from hearing it read by
the honorable Senator, as far #4 that part relating to giving
the notice was concetiled, assume precisely the same shape in

£

Senale.

to the report of the Com-

which It iad heretofore the Senate and been sent to the
ouse of Representatives. It might be that he was mistaken
as to this fart

Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator from Olifo is correct. It
is a resolution in nearly the Edme words as that which passed

the |

Mi. ALLEN. AsT supposed. The only material change
which bas been made by the commitiee, then, as I understand
it, is that by which the preamble of the resolutinn i festored
to its position s a preamble instend #f Forming a part of the
itive resolve of the Benale ; that is, it is restored to the
condition it ¥es in when, according to the proposition of the
Benator from Kentucky to amend that part of the resolution, it
assumed the form of a preamble. By the uent action
of the Senate, on motion of the Senator from Matyland, the
preamble was incorporatel into the tesBlution and formed a
partof t. The amendment Kere proposed by the Committee
of Conference is to restore the original relation of the parts of
the résolution. That is all. This is the result of the delibe-
rations of the committee.

Mr. SEVIER. It is a mhere chiiige in phraseology.

Mr. ALLEN. Precisely ; there is a slight change in the
la#t cliuse of the preamble. But we have the resolution sub-
stantially as it passed the Senate, and the old question recurs,
therefore, whether or not this body prefers the resolution in

this form ?  This will upon me the nécessity of re-
cording my name against the report of the committee ; and 1
shall o it for the rearons Which I gave on a former oc-

casion, and which it is unnecessary now to repeat.

Mi. SEVIER requested the Senator from Georgin to state
what words were stricken oul of the preatilile, and what were
substituted.

Mr. BERRIEX said that the amendment of the Senate to
thé Griginal resolution of the House was to insert the follow-
ing: ““And that the attention of the Governments df both
countries may be the more eernestly and immediately directed
to renewed eflortz for the amicable settlement of all the differ-
ences ifi respect to the said territory.”

the Senate

The House having amended the amendment of
by striking out the words, *‘immediately directed
efforts for the amicable settlement ;" etsbstituling therefor the
words, ** directed to the impoiiance of the speedy adjustment:”
the Committee of Conference had agreed to strike out from
the word *importance,” inclusive, and to insert **direct the
adoption of all proper m for the amicable adjustment of
all disputes in respect to said territory.”

Mr. CAMERON said he should vote for the report of the
committee, and; before he did so, he wished to say a word or
two ifi explanation of his vote.

Mr. C. said he was in favor of a plain notice, and on every
vote pending the termination of the question he had been with
the friends of it. Next, he was willing to take the notice which
came from the House dﬂmnhm' o, anid had voted for
R Fuiling to get vithor of y e had voted fin the iosulu-
tion which had the Senate. Hedid so because he con-
sidered it more t to the interests of the country that the
action of Congress on this important question be indi-
cated by unanimity than it was to have that action expressed
in any particular form ; and, above all, he believed that a speedy
settlement of the {mpending difficulties between the two coun-
tries could only be had by terminating the joint occupancy of
the territory in dispute. Until a point was fixed at which this
state of uncertainty muat cease, he did not believe the question
of or war would be determined.

President, in his annual message, had asked for autho-
rity to give the potice to terminate the joint occupancy under
the u:?, and, having full confidence in his integrity, capa-
city, patriotism, ﬁr. C. was willing 1o ‘trust the whole
question in his hands.

Mr. C. said he believed fully in our right to the whole coun-
try in dispute ; that our title only terminates where the Rus-

pﬂl;l’mg or piace to argue the title. It could be better done
by xecutive in arrenging a treaty or insisting upon our
rights. He had done o in the published correspondence.
When a treaty should be agreed on by the negotiators of the
two countries, the Senate could revise their acts. This course
Mr. C. thought would have been more respectful to the Pre-
sident, and in the end better for the country. But as the de-
feat of the present notice would, in his opinion, be a defeat of
all notice during the present session of Congress, he should
vote for it, without meaning to commit himself in favor of any
treaty which should not secure to the United States the whole
of our just rights in Oregon.

On the question of concurring in the report, the yeas and
nays were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows -

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, by, Barrow,
Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Cameron, Thoras Clayton, John
M. Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dix, Evaus,
Greene, Haywood, Hoaston, Huntington, Ju n, johnm.
of)lnr\rhntr,“ of Louisi i

Lewis, MeDuffie, Man-
Fm.* Miller, Morehead, N

ey Pu_.r.-ée, Penvnyhehrw!:hheipt.
" ier, Simmons, Speight, Twrney, ham, ster,
Woodbridge, Yulee—43. © sy

NAYS—Menars, All Atchison, Breese, Bri Cass,
Dickinson, F:irﬂe]d..‘m , Semple, Westeott 25?“’ .

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

SECRET SERVICE FUND.

The Message of the President of the United States, in reply
to the call of the House of Representatives for particulars of
the expenditure of the fund annually sot apart for contingent
expenses of foreign intercourse of a confidential character,
having been read as follows :

To the House of ipes ;
I have considered the resolution of the House of Represen-
latives of the Oth instant, by which I am requested ** to cause

tingent of
March, M&I the
the Department of State ; with
letters, vouchers, memorandums, or
payments ; to whom paid, for what, and particularly
ocerning the northeastern boundary dispute with Great Britain.”
With an anxious desire to furnish to the
mation nqnucdbflbuhdy which may
tive Departments, [ have felt bound by »
:.hw'ryhowﬁllmddwl&m'

et
tion of act it in
“.“T"I‘ht when any sum or ﬂlﬂd mymﬁ
. r A Inw i
lmmm of imw hﬂugm the United States and
foreign nations, the President shall be and Iuinbcmn-
zed to eause the same to be duly settled annuall the
secounting officers ol the Treasury, in the manuer I-ﬁ
that isto sy, by eausing the same to be accounted for speeis
m all instances wherein the thereof may, in
be made publie, and by maki
amount of such expenditores us he
to specify ; and every sueh
cient voueher for the sum or sums thercin expressed to have
been expended.”

Twodhinanln-nornni'rrﬂitnuau authorized by this
Iaw : the one of a public, and the other of a private and confi-
dentinl character. The President in office at the time of the
expenditure is made by the law the sole judge whether it shall
be public or private. Such sums are to be **accounted for

sian line begina, at 54° 40’ ; but he did not think this the pro- | P

a8 respects

o for by the resolution of

p-u-?m hmm;ny“:ﬁ'—

for which could not be *+ public”

duthorized the President,

to make a certificate

isabilv not to specify,” and have il.l:dhlh:‘, ita::-h
visa ey

cortificato shil bo deemed  sufisenh youshor ot the summ ot

sums thorein expresssd 16 have been o3 » '

The law making these provisions is in full force. It i

blading wpos ol the. Depatettd o8 s Buvirmmumid 8

& i
especially upon the Executive; whuse diily it is **to take care
L lha{l,w.- be faithfdlly executed.” lu the exercise of the
discietion lodged b{ it in the Execulive, several of my pre-

E‘.

m
decessors have ¢ certificates " of the amount “Jﬂw

reasury.
ars that, within the period spocified in the resolution
of the House, certificates were given by my immediate pre-
ears sxasing 1 e hopaand e gt g etk
sury, ing to five thou our snd sixty dol-
lars. He has solemnly determined thot the objécta uidl!mm
of theso expeénditoven 8liduld nol be riade public, and has

fiis certificates to that effect, which are placed upon the
records of the country. Under the direct ity of an ex-
isting law, e has exercised the power of placing these ex-
penditures under the seal of confidence, and the whole matter
was terminated before I came into office.  An important ques-
tion arises, whether a subsequent President, either voluntarily
or at the request of one branch ol Congress, can, without a
violation of the #pirit of the law, iévise the acts of his prede-
cessor, and to public view that which he had dotermin-
¢d should not be * made public.” If not a matter of strict
duty, it would certaiuly be a safe general rule that this should
not be done. Indeed, it may well happen, and probably would
happen, that the President for the ¥imb belng would not be in
possession of Mo information upon which his predecessor act-
ed, snd could not therefore have the means of judging whe-
ther he had exercised his discretion wisely or not. The law
requites no other voucher but the ident’s certificale] and
there is nothing in its provisions which rejuires any ¢ entries,
receipts, letters, vouihers, memorandums, or other evidence
of sucli payments ™ to be preserved in the Executive Depart-
ment. The President who makes the ¢ certificate” may, if
he chooses, keep all the information and evidence upon which
he acts in his own possession. I, for the information of his
successors, he shall leave the e¥idence oti Which he acts, and
the items of the cxpenditgres which make up the sum for
which he has given his “¢ certificate,” on the confidential files
of one of the Executive Departments, they do not, in any
proper sense, become thereby public records. ‘They are never
seen or examined by the accounting offieers of the Tredsi
when they settle an account on the ¥ Presidents certificate,
The first Congress of the United States, on the st of July,
1790, passed an act *“ providing the means of intercourse be-
tween the United Stales and foreign nations,” by which a
similar provision to that which fow exists was made for the
settlement of such expenditnres ne, it the judgment of the
Presidenty onght not to be made public. This act was limited
in its duration. It was continued for a limited term in 1793 ;
and between that time and the dute of the act of May 1, 1810,
which is now in force, the same provision was revived and
continued. Expenditures were made ¢n settled under Pre-
sidentia! certificetes, i pursuance of these laws.

If the President may answer the present call, he must an-
swer similar calls for every such expenditure of a confidential
character made under every Administration, in war and in
peace, from the organization of the Government to the present
period. To break the etal oi confidence imposed by the law,
and hetetoiore uniformly preserved, would be subversive of the
very purpose for which the law was enacted, and ht be
productive of the most disastrous q - The éxpen-
ditures of this confidential character, it is believed, were never
before sought te be mide public ; and I should greatly appre-
hend thie consequences of establishing a precedent which would

ler such discl hereafter inevitable.

I am fully aware of the strong and correct public feeling
which exists throughout the try uwgminst secrecy of any
kind in the administration of the Uovernment, and especially
in reference to public expenditures ; yet our foreign negotia-
tions are wisely and properly confined to the knowledge of the
Executive duaring their pendency, Our laws requite the ac-
counts of every particular expenditure to be rendered and pub-
licly setiled at the Treasury Department. ‘t'be single excep-
tion which ex!ats is, not that the amount embraced under Pre-
sidents’ certificates shall be withheld from the publie, but mere-
ly that the items of which these are com shall not be di-
vilged. To this extent, and no farther, is secrecy observed

The laudable vigilance of the people in regard to all the ex
penditures of the Government, as well as a sense of duty on
the part of the President, and a desire to rolain the good opin-
ion of his fellow-citizens, will prevent any sum expended from
being sccounted for by the Presideot's certificate, unless in

of urgent «  Buch certificates bave therefore
been to but seldom throughbut our past history.

For my own part, I have net cautsed any nceount whatever
iabadie: mtl’nﬁdenlinlm&ﬂr’]h- I have had no occa-
sion rendering it necessary, in my judgment, to make such a
certificate ; and it would be an ex,uim case which would ever
induce me to exercise this authority ; yet, if such n case should
arise, it would be my duty to assume the responsibility devoly-
ed on me by law.

During my administration, all expenditures for contihgent
expenses of forcign intercourse, in which the accounts have
been closed, have been settied upon regular vouchers, as all
other public accounts are settled at the Treasury.

It may be alleged that the power of impeachment belongs to
the House of Representatives, and that, with n view to the
exercise of this power, that House has a right to investigate
the conduct of all public olficers under the Government. This
is cheerfully admitted. In such a cose, the safety of the Re-
blic wouldl be the supreme law, and the power of the House

|
|

8

in the pursuit of this object would penetrate into the most se-
eret re of the Executive D ts. It could com-
mand the attendance of any and every agent of the Govern-
ment, and compel them to produce all papers, public or pri-
vate, official or unofficial, and 1o testify on oath 1o all facts
within their knowledge. But even in a case of that kind they
would adopt all wise precautions to prevent the exposure of
all such matters, the publicatior® of which might injuriously
affect the public interest, except so far as this might be neces-

here s o the part that was

ﬁlmﬂolh n;; A mem
UNUN :-ia a mlm“lq :
l,){ r. Dixox, ) in the course  importin
mmwmmm—lkw collec
nor do I care—that other persons were combined weitl
the movement, It is proper Lerefo
C
resident of nitid Blales, nor the Secretary of
was absent, nor the acting

seltlements | adoption of the resolutions which 1 submitted, (with whom

some slight intercourse, which 1 will mention, ) koew any
all of this matter.  Among all the hard things that
of me, 1 am not gware that my truth hos over
M.'g the coatse ;

e
g

fEEE
£

]

-
iz

:
il

extent of research which was required z 1.p?l
mazethent, [ cdine upon olher papets, § led ng.t
anyinthitﬁwu, without taking counsel of any huthan
ing, to move resolutions, and state what I did state. [
twhnueunnnll;utﬁfmyo:?drmqu tﬁ;b;.mdlho:;l:
day came into this House; g

hutaoh boina, movl the resolutions, b which It woni] secin
from the President's answer there were words—to wit, ** Pre-

sident’s certificates,” which T was not sufficiently acquainted
with the subject to huve mniusl;;—wl:il:h were objectionable. 1
will speak of that before Lsit down. AR .
_Bum us to what i mhhmhmma_d-.n}
etited that a specidl mission had been called for the purpbse
settling the Oregon question ; and I appealed to the gentleman
from South Caroling, (Mr. Hotmes,) who was sitting near
me, and to the venerable gentleman from Mussuchusetts, (Mr.
Anaws,) who were both thembers of this House, and of the
Compmitice of Foreign Afluirs dt that timé, for the pfoof Sf
whal | said, neither of whom deniedit,. . .

When this subject was mentioned in this House b{ thie

bet from Connecti uiW(Mr. D:xuéﬂhzﬁ&uthdl ; li:::

not been dedied by Mr. EuiTER, g r, 1) the
is not the fact. It’w'ni groesly denied. The repotied langtnie
Is, ““this is another fulsehood.” These are the very words :
“ Mr. I. says nobody disputes it. I dispute it, said Mr. Web-
ster. I[ he refers to the venerable gentleman trom Massachu-
setts (Mr. Apams) for confirmation of _huutlhm I _
he will not get that confirmation.” I will thank the Clerk 10
read the entry of the joufnal, (Which the House has author-
ized me to bring here,) and there they will find, in' the band-
wriling of the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, all I
suid upon that subject. ?

The Clerk herc read the following !

1843, Suivnpat, 95 Frsnvany.

Present, Adams, Cushing, Evereut, Granger, Caruthere,
g s l]il?lhbmtbe chui yesterday.
Meeting calle irman i
to noti El X Stmr{ i Mr. Shepperdubsent from indi tion.

He was unable

; titipus iu relition to the teeritory of the in-
Iatires of Missouri and of Illinois were read : with reference
to which, and to & communication from the Seeretary of State
to Mr. Cushing and Mr. Adams, of the wish of the President
ot the United States to institute a speeial mission to Great

Britain— f 3 ;
"he cyirtnan mgved that he be instrugted to move in fhe
Mo ise, a8 An wmentdment to the civil and diplomatic ap: -

tion bill now under eonsideration in Committee of the &

on the state of the Union, an appropriation of §18,000 for outfit
and salary of a special Envoy Extrmordivary to Great Britain,
if the President shouild deem it fy or exp to In-

stitpte snoh o hissiph, {3
On this molion, Adams, Cutlu{f. Holmes, voted ay.
Everett, Granger, Caruthers, Meriwether, voted nay.
But two members of the aoulwitluTbeju nhac:lu‘l, the final
vote was postponed to the meeting on Tueaday nex
Resolutions of the 'dtlure‘nf Alabama, in ﬁ'mr of the
annexation of Texas tothis Union, and sundry petitions m
that measure, referred to this committee, being con E

Mr Adams moved that the chairman be i to report
thercon to the House the following resolutions.
1845. Tuespar, 28 Fesutanr.
Pm;(l;t;i Adams Cuching, Everet, 4 ‘:t::ﬂ.. Shep-
P S <} okt oA ot an it and
salury for a speeial mission to Great was desided in the

tive.
—Adams, Holmes, Cushing.
Niy-—l':m'tu, Granger, Shepperd, Stuart, Caruthers, Meri-

wether.,

Adjourned to Thursday, 2d March, at 9 A. M.

The House will perceive, therefore, Mr. Bpeaker, (snid
Mr. L) that in the handwriting of the gentleman from Mas-
sachuselts what [ said upon that subject is verified, and that
is all I desire to say upon it. »

With respect (if 1 may be allowed bere to allude to it) to
a speech that was made soon after in Baltimore upon the sub-
ject of a_commercial trealy— ;

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and (Mr. 1. yielding) requested
of the gentleman to produce the letter which he bad insisted
was addressed to him (Mr. A.) by the Becretary of State
at that time, ing this a riation.

Mr. ING Bﬂp(c)'ll.?s I req:;tmgf the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts to produce the note which he announced in the en-
try as (I think) a written communication. What are the
words thero ? (ssked Mr. L. of the Clerk.) i

The extract from the above record of the journal was again
read, in which ¢ a communication from the Boad:;y of Etate
to Mr. Cushing and Mr. Adams," &e. is spoken of.

Mr. ADAMS (Mr. L again yielding) said the fact that

there was an application from the of State for an
appropriation for a inl Minister to Great Britain wes un-
loubtedly true, and the appropriation_requested from the

sary 10 sccomplish the great ends of public justi If the
House of Representatives, as the grand inquest of the nation,
should st any time have reason to believe that there has been
malversation in office by an improper use or application of the
public money by a public officer, and should think proper to
institute an inquiry ioto the matter, all the archives and pe-

pers of the Executive ts, public or private, would
be subject o the i ion and control of a committee of their
body, and every facility in the power of the Executive be afford-

ed 1o enable them to prosecute the investigation.

The experience of every nation on earth has demonstrated
that emergencies may arise in which it becomes absolutely
n for the public safety or the public good to make ex-

penditures, the very object of which would be deleated by
publicity. Bnmeegomnmu have very large amounts at
their di I, and have made vastly greater expenditures than

the amounts which have from time to time been account-
ed for on * Presidents’ certificates. In no nation is the appli-
eation of such sums ever made public. In time of war or
impending danger the situation of the country may make it
necessary to employ individuals for the purpose of oblaining
information or rendering other important services, who could
never be prevailed upon to act if they entertained the least ap-

that their naines or their agency would in any con-
tingency be divolged. So it may often become necessary to
incur an expenditure for an object highly useful to the coun-
try : for example, the conclusion of u tresty with a barba-
rian Power, whose customs require on such occasion the use
t be altogether defeated by

, if our p were 10 be

;

of
law of 1810
permanent law of the land. While this law exists in
full foree I frel bound, by a high sense of public policy and
doty, to obserye its and the uniform ice of my
predecessors under it. With great respect for the House of Re-
r.cnmltu. and an axious desire to conform to their wishes,
am constrained to come to this conelusion.

If Congress disapprove the policy of the law they may re-
peal its provisione, ;

In 1eply to that portion of the resolutiqn of the House

which ﬂl{l for ““copies of whatever communications were
made from the Secretary of State during the last session of
the 27th Congress, particularly February, 1843, to Mr. Cush-
ing and Mr. Adams, members of the committee of this House
on Foreign Affairs, of the wish of the President of the United
States Lo institate a_special mission to Great Rritain,” I have
to state that no such communications, or copies of them, are
found in the Department of State,
“Caopies of oll letters on the books of the Department of
Siate 1o any officer of the United States or any person in New
York concerning Alexander McLeod,” which are also called
for by the resolution, are herewith communicated,

Wasminerow, Armar 20, 1846,
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the

apecially in all instances wherein the oxpenditure theroof may,
in his be made public.” All expenditures “ne- |

"
|

counted for specially™ are setiled at the Treasury upon vouch-
m.mdnﬂan"llnihu’udim-s,"md,libtﬂm

L o R

accompanying documents b Jaid on the table nd printed ;
hut.unﬂ;r n brief conversation, waived the motion
quest of —

Mr, C. J. INGERSOLL, who seid if the House wished to,

& o o M

JAMES K. POLK. [tainn,

Sec of State, at the direction of the President, was con-
sidered in the committee and rejected by the committee, was
also true.

That any written communication (o him from the Secretary
of State took place he had no recollection of, and he did not
believe ; and, if there Iudbommd:nmu_uhn, it
would have rested in the commitiee room, together with these
entries that were made in my own hand. ‘

With respect to the fact whether this communication was
made by the Sceretary of Btate in writing or verbally, he did
not know that there was any importance connected with the
fact. Had he been asked, when the gentleman offered bis re-
solutions, to say whether such transaction took place, he
should have answered it instantly. What the gentleman pro-
posed to make of it he did not know. It was possibls, though,
that theie might have been a communicntion from the Secre-
tary of State m;f:&cpuﬁm. He did not undertake to sy
as to that with itiveness.

But, so far as related to any secrecy in ihis transaction,
Mr. A. never considered there was any, nor that there was
any freason in it, nor any thing more than the sort of
communication from the Executive Department to the com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

Mr. INGERSOLL (resuming) said he knew n atall
of this matter except what was written in the hand of
the gentleman from Massachusetts upon the minutes of
might be called the j of the Commitice ans Foceign Af-
fairs at that time. His attention was called to it by a gen-
tleman not now a member of this Hovee. He cortainly sup-
posed that therse was a writlen communication, becsuse the

ntlemen knew as well as he did that the President of the
?J‘niud States never, he calis on through
one of its committees for so important an act as the a
tion of a large sum of money in order to send a spe )
to a foreign country ‘.Mhmmhb hmm'“ in
writing. And what brooght hi acquaintance some
o‘l.hug:u to find that letter.

i

upon the Oregon guestion, that that diffieiity was an unfortu-
oy lrg-cyra:mlhlhlm difficulty. Lord Ashburton came
here for the of settling both ; snd the of

is certainly remurkabile.

Lord Aberdecn on that suhject T he 4 ot settls both.

Astibutton came here to settle

' shiburton was farnished with
‘You are aware llul l.lml.n\wml St -

that point, aftcr having been

o my

e



